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But there were many people who felt disgusted and
ashamed that human beings should be bought and sold like
animals; and at about the time of the French Revolution,.
laws were passed in England making it a criminal offence
to deal in slaves. Twenty years later a strong agitation in
favour of stopping slavery altogether was carried on by a

A SLAVE-AUCTION IN VIRGINIA

man named WILLIAM WILBERFORCE. By 1833 laws were
passed ordering that any remaining slaves in the British
Empire should be set free, and no more slavery should be
permitted. Other countries of Europe also passed similar
laws about the same time.

But it was much more difficult for the Americans to
pass such laws. The introduction of machinery for the
manufacture of cotton goods had enormously increased the
demand for raw cotton* and the southern states of the ILS.A.
were covered with big estates on which cotton was grown
by slave-labour. Although it was now against the law to
carry slaves from Africa, many were still brought secredf